Clerk to the Council

Tel : 07401 156254

Email : clerk@covingham-pc.gov.uk
Web : www.covingham-pc.gov.uk

COVINGHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on:

Monday 2"¢ December 2024
At 7pm in the Small Hall at St Paul’s Church and Community Centre, Covingham

Present: ClIr Curtis (Chair), Hawkes, Kay, May, Ricketts, Sandle and Wichall.
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk), and two Members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates (unavailable), Cllr Bacon (unavailable) and Clir Walker
(unavailable).

Declaration of Interests

ClIr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they
have an interest in the matters being discussed.

Minutes of previous meeting
Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting held on 4" November 2024 were approved and signed as a
true record.

Matters arising from the previous minutes
Dorcan Brook Bank — no update

Naming of a footpath — no update
Creation of a natural flood alleviation area in Covingham park — no progress

Wanborough Allotments — ClIrs Curtis & Hawkes attended a meeting with Chair of Allotment
Committee and the Clerk to informally agree Terms of Reference for consideration by Wanborough
Parish Council. Outcome was that WPC were concerned that the Working Group model did not align
with the requirements of their Standing Orders. A suggestion has now been made that an Allotments
Society be set up that acted independently from the Parish Council, with its own Tor’s and choose its
own Membership. Wanborough Parish Council will be asked at its December meeting to approve
Wanborough Allotment Society (WAS) as an advisory committee to WPC and CPC. WAS will act as an
advisory body with no powers to make decisions on behalf of either of the Parish Councils. The WAS
membership will consist of one Parish Councillor from WPC and one from CPC and six paid-up
allotment holders, appointed annually. WAS will be able to make recommendations for day to day
maintenance, reviewing tenancy agreements and rents, conduct informal inspections and will be
required to meet at least twice a year and provide a report to WPC and CPC.

The Meeting noted the proposal and saw it as a positive move forward, subject to clarification being
given on one or two points. Action - ClIr Curtis

Thermofisher hoardings — no progress

School Hedge — No response received.
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10.

11.

Adult Exercise equipment — Caloo to carry out the Operational Service/Inspection to be carried out
week beginning 27th January 2025

Public forum
No gquestions or comments received from members of the Public, as none were present at the
meeting.

Police Matters

The Neighbourhood Policing team gave an update on activity in the area. There has been a spate of
kids knocking on doors and running away although those responsible have been located by the
Police. Should this continue residents are urged to contact the Police via 101 or online.

A recent road traffic collison happened on Merlin Way involving a small car and a lorry. ClIr Curtis
explained that lots of residents on Merlin Way are concerned that the lorries using the road are not
abiding to the weight restriction or the speed limit. The Neighbourhood Policing Team to confirm
which body is responsible for the enforcement of weight restriction.

Chairs Verbal Update

Swindon Local Councils Forum Meeting — 21st November 2024 — New Chair, new energy and purpose
centred around supporting and working with each other. Currently looking at the possibility of
combining purchasing to achieve better value for money etc. Also looking at Grounds Maintenance
initiatives/enhancements that have been or are in the pipeline to be introduced. Swindon Plan
overtakes and subsumes Protocol document — SBC needs to become an enabling body for all Parish
Councils as delivery of the Swindon Plan is now top of the agenda. A new Communications process
will be published in the New Year.

Clerks Verbal Update
Nothing to report.

Parish Maintenance Engineers

e Monthly Reports — Another busy month with 149 drain gullies cleaned.

e Grounds Maintenance Matters

e Grounds Maintenance Contract- to review and approve the proposed costs for 1% April 2025
— 31 March 2026.
Resolved: ClIr Kay proposed acceptance of the proposed costs for the Grounds Maintenance
Contract for 2025-26 and stated that Covingham has never looked better. Clir Hawkes
seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed.

Reports from Parish Council Working Parties and Committee’s
o Data Protection & Governance
Nothing to report

Planning Matters:
a) To consider any planning applications:

The meeting noted that no planning applications had been received.

b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.
The meeting noted that no comments had been submitted.

c) To note any decisions:
The meeting noted that no planning decisions had been received.
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12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

Financial Matters

a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list
Resolved: Clir Wichall proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list.
Clir Sandle seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed

b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation
Resolved: The meeting noted that the accounts were in good order.

IRPP Recommendations for Parish Allowances 2025-26

To discuss and consider the recommendations from the Swindon Independent Remuneration Panel
on Parish Allowances for the 2025/2026 Municipal Year.

Resolved: ClIr Kay proposed that the Cllrs forego the Parish Allowances recommended by the
Swindon Independent Remuneration Panel. Cllr Hawkes seconded the proposal which was
unanimously agreed as the Parish Councillors believed that any money paid by the residents should
be used for the benefit of the residents.

All Councillors are required to email the Clerk to formally confirm that they wish to forego their
allowances. Action - All

Basketball Court — Covingham Park

Clir May contacted the preferred supplier to request a further quotation for installing the basketball
court in Covingham Park. Due to the condition of the current surface already in, it would need to be
made good, which would add a significant amount to the cost of the original quotation received for
the upgrade to the area in Smitanbrook Park. Cllr Kay voiced concerns that as the Parish Council had
not done any projects in Smitanbrook, and despite the original location being met with disapproval
from some of those in the area, a consultation should be circulated to all Covingham residents
requiring feedback, positive and negative, for the updating of the basketball court in Smitanbrook.
Resolved: The meeting agreed to carry out a consultation requesting feedback via Facebook,
noticeboards and website, on the updating of the basketball court.

Trees for Climate

To review the proposal received from Trees for Climate.

The Councillors reviewed the proposal plan showing the locations for planting in Covingham Park and
Smitanbrook Park. The type of trees proposed are all types of ornamental cherry trees.

All trees will be supplied by the project, and all costs associated with supplying and planting trees,
along with maintenance for 4 years. This includes all ancillary items such as compost, stakes, belts,
ties and irrigation systems. The maintenance costs will be paid upfront to the PC. The Parish’s
Grounds Maintenance Contractor can do the initial planting and ongoing maintenance.

Timing is tight and if possible, it would be good to have the trees planted in January or February.
The Contractor has been spoken to and is keen to take on the work and has also provided some
advice based on his knowledge of the area. Should the meeting be happy with the proposal the next
stage in the process would to be to consult with residents.

Resolved: Cllr Wichall proposed acceptance of the proposal. Cllr Kay seconded the proposal and was
agreed with a majority vote with one against. Action- CllIr Curtis

Salary Increases

The meeting to note that the value of the salary scale points has increased with effect from 1st April
2024, is a contractual obligation and not for agreement. All three employees’ salaries have been
adjusted accordingly and appropriate back pay has been paid.

Resolved: The meeting noted the change to the salary scale points.

The Handy Mag
The meeting noted that there is not a January edition of the magazine.
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18.

19.

20.

Admission of Public and Press: To resolve in accordance with Standing Order 3 (c) that ‘in view of
the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest
that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they be instructed to withdraw’.

Reason: Draft Budget

Draft Budget

First look at the draft budget- draft figures were discussed. The meeting proposed approving the
draft budget at January’s meeting

Matters for consideration

No matters for consideration or future agenda items were raised.

The meeting closed at 9:06pm
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