Clerk to the Council

Tel : 07401 156254

Email : clerk@covingham-pc.gov.uk
Web : www.covingham-pc.gov.uk

COVINGHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on:

Monday 4" November 2024
At 7pm in the Small Hall at St Paul’s Church and Community Centre, Covingham

Present: Cllr Bacon, Bates, Curtis (Chair), Hawkes, May, and Sandle
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk)

Apologies

Apologies were received from Clir Kay (unavailable), Clir Ricketts (unavailable), Cllr Walker
(unavailable) and ClIr Wichall (unavailable).

As Councillor Roy has failed to attend a meeting throughout a period of six consecutive months from
the date of his last attendance, without approval from the Council, Section 85 of the Local Government
Act 1972 states that he ceases to be a member of the Council. Action - Clerk

Declaration of Interests

ClIr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they
have an interest in the matters being discussed.

Minutes of previous meeting
Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting held on 14" October 2024 were approved and signed as a
true record.

Matters arising from the previous minutes
Dorcan Brook bank - no update received.

Naming of a footpath — no update despite chasing
Creation of a natural flood alleviation area in Covingham Park — no progress.

Wanborough Allotments — No working party meeting had been held in October as expected. The
minutes of Wanborough PC meeting held on 21 October, suggested that further discussions were
needed regarding the Terms of Reference and Covingham Parish Council be given the opportunity to
participate..

School hedge- ClIr Curtis contacted the school but no repsonse received.

Thermofisher hoardings —Thermofisher confirmed that the hoardings were temporary to protect an
area of land outside of their boundary that SBC had given permission for them to use to lay down
some equipment during the major development works. These will shortly be removed and replaced
by fencing.

Adult exercise equipment — ClIr Curtis contacted the supplier of the equipment to request a survey
be carried out to determine what equipment is fixable and what needs replacing, due to the findings
on the ROSPA Play Park Inspection report. The Supplier suggested an Operational Service/Inspection
be carried out at a cost of £445 excluding VAT, which would include replacement of bearings, grips
and re-painting of equipment.
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11.

Resolved: Clir May proposed that the Operational Service/Inspection be carried out.. Clir Bacon
seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed.

Basketball Court- After talking to several residents around Smitanbrook about potentially installing a
new basketball court, Clir May and Curtis confirmed that the suggestion had met with some
disapproval. ClIr Curtis noted that during half term a lot of children were playing in Covingham Park’s
old basketball court and an email from a resident had been received requesting that the area be
looked at. The meeting agreed for Clir May to contact the preferrred supplier to request a further
guotation for installing a basketball court in Covingham Park.

Public forum
No guestions or comments received from members of the Public, as none were present at the
meeting.

Police Matters
No Police personnel were present at the meeting so no update provided.

Chairs Verbal Update

Contact had been made with the National Flood Forum for advice and assistance. Due to funding
cuts the geographical area that they covered had been reduced significantly, with the focus more to
the North of England. They also needed to be ‘invited in’ by the Lead Authority which was no longer
in place due to the change of SBC leadership.

Clerks Verbal Update
Notification has been received from Lloyd’s Bank that from 14" January 2025 the Parish Council’s
Treasurer’s Account will become a Communithy Account which will incur a fee of £4.25 per month.

Parish Maintenance Engineers
e Monthly Reports — A typical busy month.
e Grounds Maintenance Matters
To approve the costs for the additional works identified during the annual walk around.
Resolved: Cllr Bacon proposed the additonal works be completed for the cost of £6,230 + VAT.
Clir May seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed.

Reports from Parish Council Working Parties and Committee’s
e Data Protection & Governance
Nothing to report.

Planning Matters:
a) To consider any planning applications:
The meeting noted that no planning applications had been received.

b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.
The meeting noted that no comments had been submitted.

c) To note any decisions:
Application: S/HOU/24/0980
Location: 29 Robinson Close, Covingham, SN3 5EE
Proposal: Erection of two storey rear extension and front porch- Granted.
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Application: S/HOU/24/0918
Location: 23 Robinsgreen, Covingham, SN3 5AY

Proposal: Erection of a single storey side and rear extension — Granted.

Financial Matters
a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list

Resolved: Clir Sandle proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list. Cllr

Hawkes seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed
b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation

Resolved: The meeting noted that the account was in a healthy position.

Speed Sign Warranty Extension
To consider purchasing the warranty extension

Resolved: ClIr Bates proposed purchasing the warranty extension for £199 + VAT. ClIr Hawkes

seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed.

The Handy Mag

The meeting agreed that the following should be included in the article:
o Damage to grass verges
e Thank you to resident
e Season’s Greetings

Matters for consideration
No matters for consideration or future agenda items were raised.

The meeting closed at 8:20pm
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