Clerk to the Council

Tel : 07401 156254

Email : clerk@covingham-pc.gov.uk
Web : www.covingham-pc.gov.uk

COVINGHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on:

Monday 14th October 2024
At 7pm in the Small Hall at St Paul’s Church and Community Centre, Covingham

Present: ClIr Bates, Curtis (Chair), Kay, May, Ricketts, Sandle, Walker and Wichall
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk)

Apologies
Apologies were received from Clir Bacon (unavailable) and Clir Hawkes (unavailable). Apologies were
not received from Clir Roy.

Declaration of Interests

ClIr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they
have an interest in the matters being discussed.

Clir Walker declared an interest in agenda item 11b.

Minutes of previous meeting
Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting held on 2" September 2024 were approved and signed as a
true record.

Matters arising from the previous minutes

Outstanding Historical issues — LLFA (Local lead Flood Authority at SBC) — no staff currently. Dorcan
Brook bank escalated to Cabinet Member, no update received.

Naming of a footpath — no update despite chasing.

Wanborough allotments — ClIr Ricketts attended the meeting held on 24" September. The next
meeting is being held on 23™ or 30'" October although no formal invitation has been received.

Creation of a natural flood alleviation area in Covingham Park — due to the lack of staff within LLFA,
Cabinet Member asked to make a suggestion as to where to go from here but no response received.

School hedge — The hedge was cut but a poor job was carried out leaving some sections of the footpath
still impassable which is unacceptable. Clir Curtis to contact the school and involve SBC and Borough
Clir Parry. Action- CllIr Curtis

Over grown hedge on footpath by Covingham Square — The lavender bush has not been attended to
and is still blocking the path. The owner will be given the opportunity to rectify the problem, should
this not be resolved it will be added to the additonal works programme that will be discussed on the
annual walkaround with the Contractor.

Maintenance Engineers Drill- Clir Ricketts checked the drill and confirmed it is working fine, a
replacement is not required.
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10.

11.

Weed removal on hammerheads- The Contractor has completed the work and the meeting wished to
note what an excellent job has been done.

Transfer of Services update — All Parish Council’s that were in attendance at the Swindon Local Councils
Forum agreed to not continue the negotations re additional service transfers with SBC due to the
proposals being unworkable and too many unknown costs.

Boards owned by Thermofisher- Clir Curtis to make contact with Thermofisher to see if they will be
removing the boards by the footpath on Dorcan Way or whether they will remain but could be made
to look more presentatble. Action- CllIr Curtis

Public forum
No questions or comments received from members of the Public, as none were present at the
meeting.

Police Matters
No Police personnel were present at the meeting so no update provided.

Chairs Verbal Update
Nothing to report.

Clerks Verbal Update
The VAT Reclaim has been submitted for April 2024 to September 2024, and the reclaim amount has
been received.

Parish Maintenance Engineers

e Monthly Reports — Another busy month with a excellent job being done.

e Van service, pre MOT check and MOT - The van has gone in for the works needed to be able
to pass the MOT costing £1,057.77p. The mechanic has confirmed that the van is still suitable
for the needs of the Parish Council for the next 2 or 3 years.

e Rospa Play Equipment Inspection — ClIr Ricketts explained that there was nothing in the
report for cause for concern. A few problems were highlighted with the adult exercise
equipment with some items requiring new bearings and other items suffering from corrison.
The suggestion was made to contact the supplier of the equipment and request a survey to
better understand what equipment is fixable and what needs replacing.

Resolved: CliIr Ricketts proposed contacting the supplier and getting a survey for what
equipment is fixable or replacements needed. Clir Wichall seconded the proposal and was
unanimously agreed.

e Grounds Maintenance Matters
The last grass cut has been postponed until week commencing the 21 October 2024.

The annual walkaround with the Contractor is being held on Tuesday 15™ October at 9:30am.

Reports from Parish Council Working Parties and Committee’s
e Data Protection & Governance
Nothing to report.
e Planning Working Party -The meeting agreed to remove this from the agenda.

Planning Matters:

a) To consider any planning applications:
Application: S/HOU/24/1152 (25™ October)
Location: 2 Merlin Way, Covingham, SN3 5BH
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13.

b)

Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension.
Resolved: The meeting agreed there were no objections to this proposal.

Application: S/HOU/24/1161 (28" October)

Location: 7 Larksfield, Covingham, SN3 5AD

Proposal: Erection of a single storey side and rear extension and rear dormer window.
Resolved: The meeting agreed there were no objections to this proposal.

To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.
Application: S/HOU/24/1086 (9th October)

Location: 8 Swanbrook, Covingham, SN3 5A)J

Proposal: Erection of a first floor side extension with conversion of garage into habitable space.
Resolved: The following comment was submitted — Covingham Parish Council has no objections
to this proposal.

To note any decisions:

Application: 5/23/0495

Location: Land Off, Merlin Way Covingham Swindon

Proposal: Change of use to operational land and construction of a new wastewater terminal
pumping station, access, landscaping and associated works- Granted.

Financial Matters

a)

b)

c)

To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list

Resolved: Clir Wichall proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list.
Cllr Sandle seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed

To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation

Resolved: The meeting noted that the account was in a healthy position

Q2 Budget Monitoring

Resolved: The meeting noted that the budget is on track.

Basketball Court

To discuss the information and quotations received.

Clir May received three quotations and were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.

The meeting agreed that the proposal from HAGS was the most appropriate. Their work can be seen
on Dorcan Way as they installed the court there. Before the work is agreed with the company, Clir
May suggested consulting with those residents about this project, who live near the court via a
leaflet drop/flyer. This will also be posted to Facebook, website and the noticeboards. The
Neighbourhood Policing Team to also be contacted to gain their views.

Resolved: Cllr May proposed moving forward with the project. Clir Wichall seconded the proposal
which was unanimously agreed.

14. Limited Assurance Review

a) To receive the external auditor report and certificate for the year ended 31 March 2024
Resolved: The Meeting acknowledged that the Auditors had noted that on the basis of their
review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
their opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper
Practices and no other matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

b) To confirm the notice of conclusion of audit and inspection of audited accounts period
Resolved: The Conclusion of Audit notice was published on 27" September 2024 for a limited
period of time as required. The AGAR will remain published for 5 years.
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15.

16.

The Handy Mag
No article submitted due to the date of the meeting and the deadline for submission having passed.

Matters for consideration

Clir Bates raised concerns that utility vehicles are parking on the grass verges resulting in damage
when carrying out work.

Clir May raised a similar concern after a resident in Wrenswood had some garden works carried out
and the lorry collecting damaged the grass leaving it in a mess. CllIr Curtis to place a message on
Facebook regarding verge and grass damage carried out by contractors. Action- CllIr Curtis

Cllr May raised concern over the noticeboard outside Covingham Square shops, as people are
sticking flyers to the outside and the board now needs a clean to remove the marks. ClIr Curtis to

post a notice on the board stating, “no fly posting”. Action- CllIr Curtis

Cllr Kay commented on the replanting at the Crescent in Covingham Square and how fabulous it
looks. ClIr Kay wished to thank the Contractor for the good job.

ClIr Ricketts thanked Cllr May for all the work on the basketball court.

The meeting closed at 8:15pm
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