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Present: Cllrs Bacon, Curtis (Chair), Hawkes, Kay, May, Ricketts, Sandle and Wichall 
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk), two members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team and one 
member of the public. 
 
Cllr Hawkes opened the meeting. 
 

1. Election of Chair 
Resolved: Cllr May proposed Cllr Curtis as Chair. Cllr Wichall seconded the proposal and was agreed 
unanimously. The Chairs Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and received. Cllr May 
thanked Cllr Curtis for the excellent work. 
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates (unavailable) and Cllr Walker (unavailable) 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be 
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they 
have an interest in the matters being discussed. 
 

4. Minutes of previous meeting 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2024 were approved and signed as a true 
record. 
 

5. Matters arising from the previous minutes 
Dog bins – the person that was thought to be using the dog bins inappropriately turned out to be a 
misunderstanding. 
 
Outstanding Historical issues – no further information or update available 
 
Memorial bench – monies received, bench ordered delivery expected in 3 – 4 weeks. 
 
Naming of a footpath – no update. 
 
Eurobins – no further communication has been received from SBC regarding the future provision so 
the current status quo will remain. 
 
Parish flower box – Cllr Curtis to speak to the Maintenance Engineers and arrange to meet Cllr 
Sandle. 
 

6. Public  forum 
The resident in attendance raised concerns over parking in Falconscroft which is becoming 
increasingly difficult. Some of the residents operate businesses from home meaning vehicles are left 
parked on the street. The street can be that full that Emergency Services would not be able to access 
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the road. One issue contributing to the parking is a gathering of a local Church at a house on a 
certain day of the week.  
Cllr Curtis explained that these are issues for SBC and would forward the relevant contact details to 
the resident.         Action- Cllr Curtis  
The resident thanked the Parish Council for all their hardwork. 
 

7. Police Matters 
The Member of the Neighbourhood Policing Team gave an update on recent activity in the area. For 
the month of May there were 25 incidents which included shoplifting and theft from motor vehicles.  
The Local Neighbourhood Team are currently looking at all powers available to them to use against 
any offenders of anti-social behaviour in Covingham. An incident occurred in Covingham Park on the 
afternoon of Friday 23rd May with several youths involved. The Police were in attendance. A resident 
was assaulted by one of the youths who was arrested immediately.   
Police surgeries to take place in Covingham Square on 5th June from 2-4pm, and Sunday 23rd June 
11am-1pm. 

 
8. Chairs Verbal Update 

Wanborough Allotments – Changes were made to the constitution of Wanborough Allotments 
Committee at the Annual meeting of Wanborough Parish Council. The Allotments Committee is now 
a working party, to allow others, i.e. allotment holders and Covingham Parish Council, to fully 
participate in any proceedings. The working group has been set some clear objectives, with one of 
them being to work closely with Covingham PC. No meeting date for the new working party has been 
set, to date. 
 
A complaint has been received from a resident about the lack of waste bins/dog poo bins on Merlin 
Way.  A new waste bin is £322 + VAT, dog bin emptying is £214 + VAT. 
Resolved: The meeting agreed to not purchase an extra dog waste bin due to five other bins being 
located near by and that there was no obvious place to locate it due to the proximity to houses.  
There is also an issue with using the grass verges due to the amount of utility cables and pipes close 
to the surface.          Action – Cllr Curtis 
 
Cllr Curtis encouraged members to attend the Code of conduct training being held on 18th 
September, from 6-8pm, on Teams or in person. 

 
9. Clerks Verbal Update  

Nothing to report 
 

10. Parish Maintenance Engineers 

• Monthly Reports – No comments or feedback received. 

• Grounds Maintenance Matters  
The litter bin in Covingham Park has been vandalised. A replacement bin is needed at a cost of 
£322.00 + VAT.  
Resolved: Cllr Bacon proposed purchasing the replacement bin. Cllr Wichall seconded the 
proposal and was agreed with a majority vote.    Action - Clerk 

 
11. Planning Matters: 

a) To consider any planning applications. 
 Application: S/HOU/24/0393 (7th June) 
Location: 19 Falconscroft, Covingham, SN3 5AF 
Proposal: Erection of a single storey side extension to be used as annexe. 
Resolved: The meeting agreed there were no objections to this proposal. 
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       Application: THW-SN125 (Prior Consultation) 

Location: Dorcan Way, Covingham 
Proposal: Arqiva’s smart meter network for Thames Water proposed upgrade development 
Resolved: The meeting agreed there were no objections to this consultation. 
 

b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.  
The meeting noted that no comments had been submitted. 
 

c) To note any decisions. 
Application: S/LDP/24/0219 
Location: 7 Swallowdale, Covingham, SN3 5AZ 
Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the erection of a single storey side/rear 
extension – Certificate of Lawfulness granted. 
 
Application: S/HOU/24/0449 

Location: 6 Verney Close, Covingham Swindon SN3 5EF 

Proposal: Erection of a single storey front extension - Granted 
 
12. Financial Matters 

a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list 
Resolved: Cllr Sandle proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list. Cllr 
Wichall seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 

b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation 
Resolved: The meeting agreed the accounts were in good ordeer. 

 
13. Tree Survey 
 To consider having the tree survey carried out in 2021 updated, as per the Arboriculturists advice. 

Resolved: Cllr Wichall proposed an updated tree survey be carried out. Cllr Kay seconded the 
proposal and was unanimously agreed.      Action - Clerk 

 
14. Basketball Court 
 To discuss the future of the basketball court in Covingham Park. 

The meeting discussed the basketball court and the main concern raised is the surface water that 
this area is prone to. 
Cllr Curtis has spoken to the Contractor previously regarding the ground at the basketball court and 
due to the amount of surface water sometimes this area cannot be mowed. Works were carried out 
in the area in 2015 to try and improve the drainage works however, SBC had stated that they might 
not be successful and alternative suggestions were made at the time should this be the case. 
Cllr Kay had spoken to residents who have lived in the area all their lives and interestingly the 
basketball court used to be a Dew Pond, hence why the area is prone to surface water. 
Resolved: Cllr Kay proposed removal of the basketball court and to turn the area into a new wildlife 
area with a pond with fencing and a path. Cllr Wichall seconded the proposal and was agreed with a 
majority vote with two objections. 
Resolved: Cllr Ricketts made an amendment to the proposal that as a compromise Smitanbrook 
basketball court be upgraded as the surface is in good condition. Cllr Bacon seconded the proposal 
and was unanimously agreed. 
The meeting agreed to get the school involved in the project. 
Concerns were raised that this area may attract anti-social behaviour. The Neighbourhood Policing 
Team in attendance confirmed that regular sweeps and patrols of the area can be carried out. 
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Cllr Curtis and Cllr Hawkes to arrange a meeting with the Environment Agency to discuss and get 
advice regarding the project of the wildlife and pond area.  Action- Cllr Curtis/Hawkes 
 
Trees for Climate- Cllr Curtis received an email from the Community Forest Project Officer referring 
to the proposal made by the Trees For Climate Officer last April 2023, to see if the Parish Council 
were still happy with the locations discussed on the proposal.  
The meeting agreed that no more trees are needed in Covingham, as the area is already over planted 
and the trees on Covingham Park are already leaning due to being exposed to high winds. 
         Action – Cllr Curtis 
Cllr Kay suggested that one location for trees to be planted could be the new wildlife area that has 
been discussed.         

 
15. The Handy Mag 

The meeting agreed that the following should be included in the article: 

• The completed underpass 

• Weed spraying  

• Anti-social behaviour 
 

16. Matters for consideration 
Transfer of Services -Cllr Hawkes confirmed that there is no further update since the last meeting.  
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Date……………………………………… 


