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Present: Cllr Bacon, Ricketts, Roy, Sandle, and Wichall (Chair for this meeting) 
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk) 
 

1. Election of Chair 
This item is deferred until the next full Council meeting as no one in attendance wished to stand for 
Chair. 
The meeting proposed Cllr Wichall to Chair this meeting. 
 

2. Election of Vice Chair  
 Resolved: Cllr Bacon proposed Cllr Hawkes as Vice Chair. Cllr Sandle seconded the proposal and was 
 unanimously agreed. The meeting agreed that the Vice Chairs Declaration of Acceptance of Office be 
 signed at the next meeting on 3rd June 2024. 

 

3. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates (unavailable), Cllr Curtis (unwell), Cllr Hawkes (unavailable), 
Cllr Kay (unavailable) Cllr May (unavailable) and Cllr Walker (unavailable). 
 

4. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Wichall reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be 
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they 
have an interest in the matters being discussed. 
 

5. Minutes of previous meeting 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2024 were approved and signed as a true 
record. 
 

6. Matters arising from the previous minutes 
Dog Bins- The situation regarding residents disposing of large bags containing several poo bags 
presumably brought from home continues. The person has now been seen disposing of the waste 
and the registration of the vehicle has been captured.  
 
Outstanding Historical issues- no further information or update available. 
 
Memorial Bench – The bench has been choosen along with the wording for the memorial plaque. 
The next step is to decide the location which needs to be as close as possible to Robinsgreen while 
still being situated in the park. 
 
Naming of the footpath- no update. 
 

7. Public  forum 
No Members of the public were in attendenace. 
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8. Police Matters 
 No Police personnel were present at the meeting so no update provided. 

The Clerk informed the meeting that a resident had emailed with concerns about a large group of 
youths in the park off of Kestrel Drive over the weekend, who were playing loud music, drinking and 
smoking. The resident reported this to the Police via 101 and the Clerk contacted the local PSCO with 
the details. The PCSO confirmed that the park will be factored into the patrols. 

 
9. Chairs Verbal Update 
 Nothing to report. 
 
10. Clerks Verbal Update  
 Nothing to report. 

 
11. Parish Maintenance Engineers 

• Monthly Reports – The meeting noted what a good job is being done by the Maintenance 
Engineers, 

• Grounds Maintenance Matters  
Cllr Ricketts explained that some plants have been dug up and stolen from the crescent in 
Covingham Square. The Contractor to replace the plants. 

 
12. Planning Matters: 

a) To consider any planning applications. 
The meeting noted that no applications were received.  
 

b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings. 
Application: S/HOU/24/0449 
Location: 6 Verney Close, Covingham, SN3 5EF 
Proposal: Erection of a single storey front extension. 
Resolved: The following comment was submitted – Covingham Parish Council has no objections 
to this proposal. 
 
Application: S/HOU/24/0499 (23rd May) 
Location: 9 Avocet Close, Covingham, SN3 5HR 
Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension and conversion of garage to office  
Resolved: The following comment was submitted- Covingham Parish Council has no objections 
to this proposal. 
 

c) To note any decisions 
Application: S/LDP/24/0323 
Location: 18 Cornmarsh Way, Covingham, SN3 5DH 
Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the erection of a single storey rear extension- 
Certificate of lawful use or development granted. 

 
13. Financial Matters 

a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list 
Resolved: Cllr Sandle proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list. Cllr 
Wichall seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 

b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation 
Resolved: The meeting noted the accounts were in good order. 
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c) To formally agree and approve amounts to be identified as ear marked reserves for 2023/24 
costs outstanding, projects and contingency funds. 
Resolved: Cllr Sandle proposed that for 2023/24, £500.00 had been identified as outstanding, a 
commensurate amount needed to be ear-marked for settlement of the invoice: Additional 
Services contingency - £25,000, Election cost accrual - £7,500, Reserves - £40,000, Projects - 
£28,000, Cllr Bacon seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

d) To approve final budget for 2024/25 
Resolved: Cllr Sandle proposed the budget for 2024/25 be approved. Cllr Ricketts seconded the 
proposal and was unanimously agreed. 

 
14. Insurance Renewal 

To discuss the Insurance Renewal quote – see document attached. 
Resolved: The Clerk explained that the Parish Council is in year 3 of a 3-year agreement with the 
Insurance provider. Cllr Sandle proposed acceptance of the Insurance Renewal of £2,016.13. Cllr 
Bacon seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 
 

15. Limited Assurance Review 
It was resolved to approve and sign: 

a) Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 
b) Accounting Statements 2023/24 
c) To confirm period of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance & Accountability 

Return. The meeting noted that the period of Public Rights would commence on Monday 10th 
June 2024 through to Friday 19th July 2024. 

 
16. To re adopt  

a) Covingham Parish Council Standing Orders 
b) Covingham Parish Council Financial Regulations. The Clerk made the meeting aware that the 

updated Financial Regulations have just been published and will be bought to the next 
meeting for approval. 

c) Covingham Parish Council Code of Conduct  
Resolved: Cllr Bacon proposed the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct be 
re-adopted. Cllr Ricketts seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 

 
17. Appointments to and roles for Working Parties and Committees 

To agree the roles and responsibilities and identify representatives of the Parish Council for outside 
meetings. 
Resolved: The meeting agreed for the current representatives to continue the roles subject to the 
election of the Chair at the next meeting. 

 

• Data Protection & Governance 

• Planning Working Party 

• Personnel Committee 

• NEV Liaison Meeting 

• Swindon Local Councils Forum 

• Chairs & Clerks Engagement Meeting 
 
18. Eurobins 
 To discuss the situation of the emptying of the Eurobins 
 SBC, as part of part of the Transfer of Services ‘Extras’ that were agreed during the negotiations prior 
 to the signing of the Deeds, empty the Eurobins in Covingham Square. This waste is from the litter 
 bins that the Maintenance Engineers empty. From the 1st April 2024 SBC have not been emptying the 
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 bins weekly, resulting in the Maintenance Engineers having to store waste and double handle the 
 bags which is unhygienic. The Clerk and Cllr Curtis contacted Waste Services at SBC who have stated 
 that this service no longer exists and that they would be providing notice to end this service. To 
 date the notice has not been received.  
 The Clerk contacted three waste service suppliers requesting quotations for 3x 1100 litre bins, 
 emptied weekly. The quotes were provided to all Cllr’s prior to the meeting. 
 Resolved: Cllr Bacon proposed in principle to place a contract with Hill’s Waste once notice is 
 received from SBC. Cllr Sandle seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 
  
19. To confirm the dates of meetings to be held for 2024/25 

The dates of meetings to be held for 2024/25 were confirmed as: 
• Monday 3rd June 2024 
• Monday 1st July 2024 
• Monday 5th August 2024 
• Monday 2nd September 2024 
• Monday 7th October 2024 
• Monday 4th November 2024 
• Monday 2nd December 2024 
• Monday 6th January 2025 
• Monday 3rd February 2025 
• Monday 3rd March 2025 
• Monday 7th April 2025 
• Monday 12th May 2025 

 
20. Admission of Public and Press:  To resolve in accordance with Standing Order 3 (c) that ‘in view of 

the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest 
that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they be instructed to withdraw’.  
Reason: Personnel Matters 

 
21. Salary Increases 

Personnel Committee recommends approval of the incremental increase. 
Resolved: Cllr Ricketts approved the recommendation from the Personnel Committee. Cllr Bacon 
seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 
 

22. The Handy Mag 
 The meeting agreed to not submit an article this month. 
 
23. Correspondence 
 The meeting noted that no correspondence had been received. 

 
24. Matters for consideration 

Cllr Sandle explained that the Parish flowerbox on Dorcan Way/ Kingfisher Drive end needs either 
fixing or replacing. Cllr Sandle to arrange to meet the Maintenance Engineers.  
 
The meeting closed at 7:55pm 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………………. 


