Clerk to the Council

Tel : 07401 156254

Email : clerk@covingham-pc.gov.uk
Web : www.covingham-pc.gov.uk

COVINGHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on:

Monday 8" January 2024
At 7pm in the Small Hall at St Paul’s Church and Community Centre, Covingham

Present: ClIr Curtis (Chair), Hawkes, Kay, May, Ricketts, Roy and Wichall.
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk)

Apologies
Apologies were received from Clir Bacon (unavailable), Cllr Bates (unavailable), Clir Sandle
(unavailable) and Cllr Walker (unavailable).

Declaration of Interests

ClIr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they
have an interest in the matters being discussed.

Minutes of previous meeting
Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting held on 4" December 2023 were approved and signed as a
true record.

Matters arising from the previous minutes

Dorcan Brook bank — Following on from the meeting with Cllr Chris Watts and the second survey
carried out along the bank in October, a new safety barrier has been installed by the bus stop in St
Pauls Drive to mitigate the risk of people falling down into the brook.

Outstanding Historical issues — no further information or update available

Wanborough Allotments — no progress to date

School Hedge — The Head Teacher has retired. A meeting has been arranged with the new Head and
Chair of Governors on Monday 15th January.

Clothes bank removed on 20th December.

Signs for the skate park ordered and received. Hopefully they will be installed by the end of the
week.

Grounds Maintenance Matters — Second round of hedge cutting has been completed. Street
sweeping started on Monday 8th January. Additional works identified during the annual review
walkaround to be started imminently.

ClIr Curtis reminded the Cllr’s in attendance of the Code Of Conduct hybrid training session for Parish

Councillors on 9" January 2024 and for all Clir’s to check their Register of Interest are up to date.
Action - All
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10.

11.

Public forum
No questions or comments received from members of the Public, as none were present at the
meeting.

Police Matters
No Police personnel were present at the meeting so no update provided.

Chairs Verbal Update
Nothing to report.

Clerks Verbal Update

An invitation has been received from SBC to attend a meeting via Teams to progress discussions
around how SBC could devlolve work to the Parishes. The Clerk to attend the meeting and feedback
to the Parish Council.

Parish Maintenance Engineers

e Monthly Reports — Another busy month for the Maintenance Engineers.

e Grounds Maintenance Matters
To consider a trial of subcontracting footpath clearance
ClIr Curtis contacted South Swindon Parish Council who have 2 x street sweeping vehicles and
are willing to sell the service to smaller Parish Council’s, as numerous complaints had been
received from residents regarding the amount of leaves on the footpaths. The cost for this
service for an 8 hour day is approximately £300.
Clir Wichall suggested that the question of whether residents wanted this service be posted
on Facebook, then the Parish Council would be able to budget for this service for 2025-26.
Clir Kay raised concerns that SBC have the responsibility for the footpaths, so if they were to
be swept what would be the liability aspect be to the Parish Council.
Resolved: The meeting agreed to not proceed with this service and for the Clerk to contact
the Insurer regarding liability. Action- Clerk

Reports from Parish Council Working Parties and Committee’s
o Data Protection & Governance
Nothing to report.
e Planning Working Party
Nothing to report.

Planning Matters:
a) To consider any planning applications:

Application: S/HOU/23/0873 (25" December 2023)

Location: 13 Passmore Close, Covingham, SN3 5EP

Proposal: Erection of a porch and replacement of Conservatory roof

Resolved: The meeting agreed there were no objections to this planning proposal.

b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.
The meeting noted that no comments had been submitted.

c) To note any decisions:

Application: S/HOU/23/1288
Location: 8 Robinsgreen, Covingham, SN3 5AY
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Proposal: Erection of metal railing to flat roof and ladder for fire escape
from the first floor. (retrospective)- Refused.

Application: 5/22/1834

Location: 25 Finchdale, Covingham, SN3 5AL

Proposal: Change of use of utility room to dog grooming parlour
(Retrospective) — Granted.

Application: S/HOU/23/1355
Location: 8 Fieldfare, Covingham, SN3 5BE
Proposal: Erection of a detached annex to rear garden- Granted.

Financial Matters
a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list
Resolved: Clir Wichall proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list.
Clir Hawkes seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed.
b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation
Resolved: The meeting agreed the accounts were in a good position.
c¢) Q3 Budget Monitoring
Resolved: The meeting noted that the Q3 budget monitoring is in line with expectations.

IRPP Recommendations for Parish Allowances 2024-25

To discuss and consider the recommendations from the Swindon Independent Remuneration Panel
on Parish Allowances for the 2024/2025 Municipal Year — see attached document.

Resolved: ClIr Kay proposed that the Cllrs forego the Parish Allowances recommended by the
Swindon Independent Remuneration Panel. Cllr Hawkes seconded the proposal which was
unanimously agreed as the Parish Councillors believed that any money paid by the residents should
be used for the benefit of the residents.

All Councillors are required to email the Clerk to formally confirm that they wish to forego their
allowances. Action - All

Draft Budget and setting of the Precept 2024/25

To approve the draft budget and agree the precept amount for 2024/25

Resolved: Cllr May proposed the approval of the draft budget. Clir Wichall seconded the proposal
which was agreed with a majority vote with one vote against.

Resolved :Cllr May proposed that the precept be set at £151,859. Clir Wichall seconded the proposal
and was agreed with a majority vote with one vote against.

Underpass Graffiti Project

To consider working alongside the Youth Offending Team (YOT) who have access to funding from the
OPCC to be able to carry out the project- see attached.

Resolved: The meeting agreed to work with the YOT and would be happy to review designs but no
financial contribution is to be made.

Naming a footpath as a permanent memorial to the Late Clir Derek Benfield

To consider the suggestion made by a resident of naming the footpath from Pinnegar Way to St Pauls
Drive in memory of the Late Clir Derek Benfield.

Resolved: ClIr Kay proposed proceeding with the naming of the footpath. Cllr Hawkes seconded the
proposal and was unanimously agreed. Clerk to contact SBC with the request.  Action- Clerk

The Handy Mag
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18.

The meeting agreed at the December meeting that the following should be included in the January
edition of the magazine:
e Precept

Matters for consideration

Cllr Hawkes had circulated the speed sign data using a spreadsheet, which also contained previous
information for Covingham and Kingfisher Drive. Clir Hawkes asked all CllIr’s to review and if this was
a preferable to the previous method of reporting, with a change of the removal of the total amount
of vehicles.

Resolved: The meeting agreed to this format of reporting. Clir Curtis thanked Cllr Hawkes for the
work producing the spreadsheet.

The meeting closed at 7:51pm
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