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Present: Cllr Bates, Bacon, Curtis (Chair), Hawkes, Ricketts and Sandle 
Also in attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk) 
 

1. Apologies 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Kay (unavailable), Cllr May (unavailable), Cllr Walker 
 (unavailable), and Cllr Wichall (unavailable). 

 
2. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Curtis reminded Members that they should declare any known interests in any matter to be 
considered at the beginning of the meeting and during the meeting if it becomes apparent that they 
have an interest in the matters being discussed. 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting 
Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2024 were approved and signed as a true 
record. 
 

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes 
Outstanding Historical issues – no further information or update available. 
 
Wanborough Allotments – no Allotment Committee meetings have been held due to Wanborough 
Parish Council being between Clerks.  There are currently 4 vacant plots, with 2 Wanborough and 9 
Covingham residents on the waiting list. One of the Wanborough residents is from the NEV which has 
raised questions due to the ‘site’ having allotment provision in the planning permission.  
 
IRPP Recommendations for Parish Allowances 2023-24 – Outstanding confirmation that Cllr Roy 
wishes to forego the allowances has still not been received.   Action- Cllr Roy 
 
Naming of a footpath – no update 
 
Underpass graffiti project- NEL Parish Council has agreed to the underpass project. 
 

5. Public  forum 
No questions or comments received from members of the Public. 
 

6. Police Matters 
 No Police personnel were present at the meeting so no update provided. 
 
7. Chairs Verbal Update 
 Covingham Park School – The hedge is still outstanding and being discussed. Adams & Watt were 
 asked to give an opinion and an estimate of costs for the work, which was sent to the school on 9th 
 February. Due to no response or activity and the bird nesting season imminent, an email  chaser was 
 sent on 27th February. An email was received on 2nd March from the Estates Manager for Blue Kite 
 Academy Trust as the estimate of costs was not within reach of the school’s budget. He had 
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 walked the footpath and as he didn’t experience any issues asked for  the nature of the complaints. 
 He also suggested that it could be possible to target specific areas of the hedge instead of it’s 
 entirety.  A response has been sent detailing mobility scooter users, those with walking aids, 
 parents/carers/childminders with buggies etc. and due to the type of hedge, i.e. Quickthorn, which 
 can grow by up to 18 inches in a season,  the length of the hedge needed attending too.   

The Meeting agreed that any complaints received to be forwarded to the school and Estates 
Manager. 
 

8. Clerks Verbal Update  
 The meeting that was due to be held on 19th February 2024 to discuss how SBC could devolve work 
 to Parishes was cancelled and has not been rearranged. 

 
9. Parish Maintenance Engineers 

• Monthly Reports – Another busy month with an increase in in the amount of disgarded N20 
cartridges and the rehanging of the chains on the toddler swing due to vandalism. 

• Grounds Maintenance Matters 
Cllr Bacon commented that the yew hedge around the back of the memorial area could do 
with a trim to tidy the top. Cllr Ricketts confirmed that the contractor maintains the hedge 
and he understood that the hedge needs to be a certain height before it can be trimmed. Cllr 
Curtis to confirm with the Contractor if this is the case.    Action – Cllr Curtis 
Dog Waste – Three dog waste bins in the area are being filled with black sacks full of dog 
waste, that is assumed is being brought from the residents home, making it hard to remove 
the bags inside. This has resulted in the Contractor having to handle the dog waste bags 
which is unacceptable. The meeting agreed that an article be placed in the Handy Mag 
reminding residents that dog waste that is generated at home can be disposed of in general 
household waste.        Action – Cllr Curtis 

 
10. Reports from Parish Council Working Parties and Committee’s 

• Data Protection & Governance 
Nothing to report. 

• Planning Working Party 
Nothing to report. 

 
11. Planning Matters: 

a) To consider any planning applications: 
Application: S/HOU/24/0150 (5th March) 
Location:  37 Merlin Way, Covingham, SN3 5AN 
Proposal: Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, height  
increase to porch and material changes to front elevation. 
Resolved: The meeting agreed for the following comment to be submitted; 
Covingham Parish Council has considered this application in line with SBC policy "Residential 
Extensions & Alterations Supplementary Planning Document". The Parish Council objects to the 
application as drawing number 1158_04 Proposed Elevations shows that the build does not 
comply with the guidance under Section 4 - Side Extensions: "Should ensure the ridge height is 
below the existing ridge height and the eaves height is at or below the existing eaves. A 
comparison of similar style local recent extensions using Google Street view, do have 
subservient ridge heights. 
 
The Parish Council would also suggest that Officers should consider the 45-degree rule in this 
SPD for the ground floor rear extension, as it is not clear using satellite views whether the rear 
extension will affect amenity of the neighbour under this rule. 
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Application: S/OUT/23/0456 (15th March)  
Location: Land East Of Wanborough Road , New Eastern Villages Wanborough 
Proposal: Outline planning permission for up to 275 dwellings (use class C3) including  
the provision of affordable homes, together with pedestrian and cycle  
connections, landscaping, surface water drainage, open space to include play  
areas, allotments and other supporting infrastructure (including utilities) and  
engineering works including groundworks; removal of structures and  
demolition; with all matters reserved except for the formation of accesses  
from the Southern Connector Road and Wanborough Road. 
Resolved: The meeting agreed for the following comment to be submitted; 
Flood Risk - Covingham Parish Council agrees with and fully supports Wanborough Parish 
Council's concerns about the potential flood risk with this development, particularly in light of 
recent flood events in the area.  
Construction traffic - Covingham Parish Council formally objects to this proposal due to the 
Southern Connector Road not being in use. Assurances were given and it was always understood 
that in any later applications it would be a condition of the approval that the Southern 
Connector Road be stipulated as the route for construction traffic. Until such time as the 
Southern Connector Road is fully operational, all applications should be refused. 

 
b) To note any comments from the Planning Working Party submitted between meetings.  

Application: S/HOU/24/0113 
Location: 3 Poltondale, Covingham, SN3 5BN 
Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension and conversion of garage into  
habitable space. 
Resolved: The following comment was submitted – Covingham Parish Council has no objections 
to this proposal. 
 
Application: S/HOU/24/0112 
Location: 13 Larksfield, Covingham, SN3 5AD 
Proposal: Erection of a detached garage and rear dormer window. 
Resolved: The following comment was submitted – Covingham Parish Council has no objections 
to this proposal. 
 

c) To note any decisions: 
The meeting noted that no decisions had been received. 
 

12. Financial Matters 
a) To approve Finance Statement and payments approval list 

Resolved: Cllr Sandle proposed approval of the Finance Statement and payment approval list. Cllr 
Hawkes seconded the proposal and was unanimously agreed. 

b) To receive the monthly accounts reconciliation 
Resolved: The meeting agreed the accounts were in a good position. 

 
13. Proposed Transfer of Services update 
 Cllr Hawkes gave an update on the progress of the Transfer of Services.   
 SBC need to identify significant savings to ensure it can meet its obligation of delivering a 
 balanced budget for 2024/25. One of the options put forward was to work with Parish Councils to 
 devolve services such as street cleaning and grounds maintenance. There is a transition fund 
 available to support the work devolved  to parishes. 
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 Three options have been outlined for the Parish Councils to consider in preparation for a joint Parish 
 Council session on 25th March where SBC can be advised of the collective preferred approach; 

• Option 1- is to devolve the outlined activity to all of the Parishes and therefore enable each 
Parish to take on the responsibilities covering their Parish. This option would be difficult to 
implement due to the fact that it would require all Parishes to contribute an amount to the 
Town Centre to keep the Town Centre activity covered. If this was not acceptable to the 
Parishes then SBC would have to decide if it was to maintain the coverage of the Town 
Centre. In maintaining this service SBC would not deliver on the committed saving put 
forward to ensure the balanced budget was delivered. 

• Option 2- would propose to move the activity from SBC to one large Parish or a collection of 
larger Parishes. The large Parishes would then act as a service provider for the smaller 
Parishes. Should the smaller Parishes wish to buy in this service then a cross charging 
process would need to be put in place to enable the smaller Parishes to pay for the services 
and larger Parishes to recoup money to offset the cost overall. The amount or mechanism for 
doing this has not been discussed. Again this option would require funding for the Town 
Centre to be provided by all Parishes. As mentioned, if this was not acceptable SBC would 
need to review if the service continued or the saving committed to were not delivered. In 
addition to the Town Centre the cutting and maintaining of the Gateways into Swindon 
would also need to be funded. 

• Option 3 - This option would involve SBC continuing to provide the services however the 
Parishes would raise money through the precept and fund this to SBC to support the £900K 
savings. SBC are currently checking if this approach is legal. And could be put in place and 
will advise as soon as they can and if this is a viable option. 
 

Cllr Curtis explained that Covingham Parish Council is almost self-sufficient apart from the removal of 
large fly tipped items i.e. mattress, fridge etc. The Contractor could remove large fly tipped items but 
that would come at a cost, which could be included in the budget for 2025/26. 
Cllr Hawkes asked the meeting for their views on the options. 
The Meeting agreed that none of the options were acceptable and that Covingham Parish Council is 
not willing to contribute towards the maintenance of the Town Centre. 

 
14. To formally note the Parish Harmonisation Order 

The meeting formally noted receipt of the Parish Harmonisation Order. and understood that 
Covingham Parish Council is not subject to an Election this year. The next Election will take place in 
2026. 
 

15. The Handy Mag 
The meeting agreed that the following should be included in the article: 

• Dog waste 

• Parish Harmonisation 

• Grass cutting 
 

16. Matters for consideration 
No matters for consideration or future agenda items were raised. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:08pm 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………Date……………………………… 

  


